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FRAGMENT OF AN ARAMAIC TEXT OF 
THE TESTAMENT OF LEVI. 

The question of the authorship and date of the Testa- 
ments of the Twelve Patriarchs has been much discussed 
of late years; and the opinions of recent scholars have 
constantly tended to assign to it a Jewish origin, and a 
pre-Christian date. This view, already held by Grabe, was 
discredited for a time, but was again strongly advocated 
by Schnapp^, whose conclusions were greatly strengthened 
by the arguments of Kohler '^ and Conybeare ^ expressed in 
their articles which appeared in the Jewish Quaktebly 
Review, and with these scholars Schiirer*, in the latest 
edition of his history, appears to agree. It is hoped that 
the publication of the annexed fragment of a hitherto- 
unknown Aramaic Text may throw some light on the 
problem. The MS. from which our text is taken is one of 
the many treasures which are contained in the " Schechter- 
Taylor" collection of MSS. brought by Prof. Schechter 
from the Cairo Genizah in 1896, and now in the University 
Library at Cambridge ^ ; we owe it to the kindness of 
these gentlemen that we are enabled to give this fragment 
to the public. 

The fragment consists of one complete leaf, and attaching 
to it a very small portion of a second leaf of a two-column 
vellum MS., written in an Oriental hand, which can scarcely 
be later than the eleventh century. The leaf is ten inches 
squai-e, and is in some places so severely mutilated as to be 

' Vie Testamente der Zwolf Patriarchen. 

' '"The Pre-Talmudic Haggada," J. Q. S., vol. V, pp. 400-406. 
^ " On the Jewish Authorship of the Testament of the Twelve Patri- 
archs," ibid., pp. 375-398. ' Gesch. Jiid. VoUc., 3rd edit., vol. Ill, p. 257. 
" It was my good fortune to discover the MS. in February last. — H. L. P. 
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entirely illegible. The nature of the fold in the vellum 
leads to the belief, that the very small fragment is part 
of a page which occurred earlier in the original MS. than 
the complete leaf, though it may or may not have imme- 
diately preceded it. Each column consists of twenty-thi-ee 
lines, and there is no punctuation of any kind, the beginning 
of a new paragraph being indicated by a small lacuna which 
in one instance (fol. a a, col. i, 1. 16) is misplaced. 

The discovery of the Armenian Version has placed it 
beyond doubt that the author of our Greek Text handled 
his material with considerable freedom, both omitting from, 
adding to, and remoulding the original text. It was therefore 
to be expected that the Aramaic Text should show some con- 
siderable divergence from the Greek, and this will be seen 
to be the case, although their verbal identity in many places 
is an almost certain testimony to their common origin. 

To facilitate the necessary comparison we have printed 
by the side of the Aramaic such passages of the Greek 
Text as were identical with, or strongly reminiscent of it. 
In so doing we have been obliged at times to change the 
order of the Greek, and to omit that part of it which 
found no place in the Aramaic. We have, therefore, 
appended in its integrity the Greek Text of chapters 11-13, 
which is the portion of the Testament covered by the 
Aramaic ^. So much for the treatment of that part of the 
MS. contained in the complete leaf, with regard to that 
part which is contained in the very small portion that 
remains of the second leaf we can say little, and have been 
able to find no direct parallel in the Greek ; from such 
words, however, as are legible it would appear that we 
have here a portion of the biographical section of the 
Testament, and that the Patriarch is describing the events 
narrated in Gen. xxxiv, fol. i a, if we have deciphered 
it correctly, containing the invitation to circumcision 
(Gen. xxxiv. 22) and fol. ib, describing the subsequent 

' The Greek Text which we have in all cases followed is that of 
Dr. Sinker, Teslam&ntum XII. Patriarcharum, Cambridge, 1869. 
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plundering of the town (Gen. xxxiv. 27-29) ; a passage 
somewhat similar to the latter occurs in the Testament of 
Judah (chap, v) where the siege of a town is being described. 
Besides the Armenian, Slavonic, and Greek Texts, to- 
gether with the versions made from the latter, there exist 
two Semitic fragments of the Testaments. The first is the 
Testament of Naphtali in Hebrew \ the second a very 
short extract from the Testament of Levi in Syriac ^, which, 
by a strange coincidence, covers a small portion of the 
Aramaic Text now published, and is almost verbally iden- 
tical with it. It occurs in a Brit. Mus. MS. [Add. 17,193] 
dated A. D. 874, which contains 125 shoi't miscellaneous 
extracts, of which it is No. So, it is given in full by Prof. 
Wright in his Catalogue from which we reproduce it *. 

H. Leonard Pass. 
J. Abendzen. 

PS. Since the above was in print there appeared on 
May 29 the second number of Dr. Preuschen's Zeitschrift 
fur die neutestamentliche Wissenschaft und die Kunde 
den Urchristentums, containing two articles on the Testa- 
ments of the Twelve Patriarchs ; the first by the editor, 
IHe armenische Uebersetzung der Testamente der zwolf 
Patriarchen ; the second by W. Bousset, Die Testamente der 
zvjolf Patriarchen. The former article contains a German 
translation of the Armenian version of the Testament of Levi 
in two recensions. The latter attempts to reconstruct the 
original text auf Grund der Textzeugen. Various points 
raised in these articles, together with some others in recent 
literature on the Testaments, we hope to discuss in their 
bearing on our fragment in a future number of the J. Q. R. 

' Published, with introduction, critical apparatus, and translation, by 
Dr. Gaster in the Proc. of the Soc. 0/ Biblical Archaeology, vol. XII, also by S. A. 
Wertheimer, Jerusalem, 1890. Vid. Schurer, op. cit.; Beach, Das hebriiiscUe 
Testam., Naphthali, Theol. Stud. u. Krit., 1899, pp. 206-236, and Kautscli, 
Apocrypha, Introduction to Testament of Twelve Patriarchs. 

2 Our thanks to Dr. Sinker for calling our attention to this fragment. 

^ Wright, Catalogue of Syriac MSS. in British Museum, Pt. II, p. 997. 



654 



THE JEWISH QUABTEBLY REVIEW 



« 



o 



o 









J 






c 

n 
n 



c 



c 






XXX' 

' n c - 
* ' *; ir 
' X '~ r 

G 2 rv fi- 



£ d C 



f^ c c ■ 
o c _ 
nor. 

p I ^ ' 

^ § £ & 

O S r 

** n. _ 

*^ § 

r 






X £> 
— I n 



3S 



i:^ 00 0\ O I- N PO 

M M M N (M C4 r4 



o 



O 

pC4 






CO 

1 



s 

■<si 



n o ^ 

^ 3 n 

c n 

.- '^ S5 

^ n n 

n £1 »- 

j% r 

z n X 

n 



X 

p 


E 


n 


n 


n 


c 


X 




<, 


c 


L. 


3S 


f 




n 

3 


n 




• 


r 


n 


ft» 


* 




£ 


J; 








c 














n 


If 


«- 


n 


n 


c:. 




.'K' 




c 


-ft 






& 


II 


3S 









lOvo*— 00 0\0 "-c M ro 

MMHHMNMMM 



THE TESTAMENT OF LEVI 



655 






3 



o 






r. 1 



I- 

S e, C 

<1 a. to 



b 



to 
to 



b ^ 

»o B 






s 

r^u I 1 W 

-< J- 



Q I- 



8 

1^ 



•O 



'§.'8 



'O 

^^ 
8 

;^ 

IV 

b 

IV 

4 



IV 



to 

O 

a. 



o 
o 



g3 



O 



r: 


t — 

n 


-1 

* 

r: 

c 
n 

-IN 


• 
c 


c 
as 

a 
1 


n 

i 

S3 

* 


a 

Q 

r 

E 


5 

CI 

c 
c 




P 

r 

IT 


c 

p 
c 

Q 
C 


Q 
X 

a 

r 

5 
E 


1 

i 


as 

1 

E 


a 

F 

as 

S 

CI 

c 
E 


as 

C 






• 


• 


JN 


• 






IT 
P 


as 

r 


f 




r 


n 


1 

as 

E 

£ 




r 


t * 


1 1 

1. 

I 1 


c 


•j- 

r 

1 — 1 


F 


c 


r 

r 


n 

r 


A 

t 


E 






X 




*■ 


-/N 




c 








r 




c 




^ 








_r 


. '^ 






32 




n 












^ 








n 








1 1 




r 



















1-1 N OO^XOIO t^OO 0\0 11 



U3 VO t~ 00 0\ 



656 



THE JEWISH QUARTERLY REVIEW 



c- 










<t> 










X 










-V 










(■ 










'V/ 










I 1 










-* 










u; 










(. 










»vu 










3- 










l- 










Q. 










~8 


Ca 








t- 











w 


Vjl 








l^ 





3- 






'3- 
b 


«3 


b 

a. 

















it 
















<3 




«3 

X 


3- 


1 


-S3 




3 


<; 


Q. 


;:> 


;3 






'CS 


<3 









>« 


l- 


a. 



t3- 

53 



<u 






b 


>£ 


^-* 


'< 


^ 







p 





'S 


e 






it 

Q 


tsS 


'3 

■a. 


'3 




<XL 


« 


cS 




W 




S3 
b 




X! 


■^ 


5- 

e 


J 






f 


C3 


ti 


3. 


<J 


Is 


>-s 



< 


<» 


"» 


^■^ 




'O 


*— » 


e 




e 


s 


Ui 


Ui 


'uS 



a 






2 


f- 


c 


C 


n 


32 


_f> 


c 


c 


1 — 1 

r 


■^ 




C 




X 


1 I 


i-! 








r 


z; 


^ 
" 


P 


-TV. 


B 


*- 


§i 


A 


^ 


-j^ 


r 


-P" 


ss 


*■ 


32 






E 


_r\ 


-^ 


a 


~r. 




f 


n 








c 


JN 




j: 


r 


r 




E 


r 



c 



g 



& '^ 



i£. c* 



o 



n 

^ n : t 

§ J^ n r, 

n c 

a 






r 
a 

ir 

r 

c 
n 

r 






c 2 r 



n 



r 



? " 






Q 

C 









C ' r H. 



Q 

r 
a 



o 

r 
n 

X 

r 

X 

o 

r 
C 



o 



X P,^ 

r 'T^ ^ 



3S 

r 

s *■ 

J- "r^ iJ 



O - N 
« « M 



vo vo r~ 00 On O "- 



THE TESTAMENT OF LEVI 



657 





;^ 





































«> 


















-< 
















-s^ 


tR- 
















^•^ 


^b 
















CS 


w 


ft 














^ 




(3 














-1 


t 

to 

ft 
R- 


















a. 


<o 














>s- 


^S 














b 


ft 


K 














c- 


«3 


3 


^ 












>» 


i- 


a. 




'3 


e 

!i 






c- 


-«/ 


^ 


-It 




i^ 






;:;> 




'O 


X 


ft 


Si 




ft 




'I 

p 




ft 




b 



Si 


ft 

'3 





G- 




'O 


8 




ft 


1. 


X 







ft 


I. 


^ 


w 


» 


"SW 


>-» 


-!w 




^ 




tu 




>> 




■< 


.1: 


§ 


53 

ft 
s 
X 
ft 


1 


«2 
8 


'8 

Si 


ft 




1 


r.*" 


<8- 

3. 


i 
1 


**> 


if 
8 
u/ 

ft 
ft 


es 
b 


^ 

^ 




Si 

-8 

§- 


ft 




•'VU 


~5 


?» 


'^ 


ft 


b 


^ 


^. 


Crt 


sw 


^■^ 


<3 


b 


b 


u 


» 


(- 


8 


(u 


K 


tu 


rw^ 


lO 


«. 


'S 


»o 


><: 




r-vy 


l- 


vv 



n n -IN 

r ? n 

- a ^ 

..- r 






3£ 



n 


.rv. 


r 


t^ 




n 




r 






fl 




JN 


%- 


c 


u 



55 


3S 


*^ 




n 




.r\ 




^ 


ri 


n 


r 


u 


i\ 



^ 

£ 


P 


n 


#-» 


n 


n 




n 


c 


t. 


fi 


-JN 


r 






y. 




c 


f_ 


1- 



C ^ 

SI 

r o 






n 
n 



r I — I 






- ^ fl 



f Eg 



e "^ - r 



& 



n 

r 









(S Hi 

- i-' 

f- ^ CD 

C " S 

I' a 
■S P 
o °" 






8 

rii 



M 



% 



o 

a 



■i 
1 









o • 
1/ 



It 






o 

a 

s 

o 



^ 



-*• vra vo 



0> O w N CO 
*-< N N « N 



658 



THE JEWISH QUARTERLY REVIEW 



» 

















a. 




3' 




5 




^ 




;% 




^ 




« 


•^ 


w 




*^(y 


V 


«o 












S 


1 
p. 




-s 




ia 


K 


ca. 






;2 


i- 









b 






a. 





<v 




c 


C3 


3 




;:> 


K 


a 




V 


viv 


<as 




~5 




•y 






"O" 


g 




^ 


'i" 


«« 




fe 


J 


K 




•^ 


n 


** 












o 
u 

o 
Em 



n ^ r 

n ^ 5S 

5 P fc 

^ n A 



g 'S p 






& 

1= 



• r 



Q 

c 

P n 



J? 



a -JN 


X 


n. 


» 


p\ 


R »> 


a 


n 








? 


-s 




^ 


& 




9 n 


i 


X 


2. 


* 


1 


n 




E 


1 
n 


1 

r 
n 


3 

E 

E 


r^ 






• 




• 



CI 

r 


-ft 5 


c 
n 

n 


as 






. S5 


F 




n 

S 

r 


:f 


'^ 






f^_ 




* r- 








-a 


*" 


^ 








. S- 


«— 








X 


^ 






2: 


J ^ 


g: 







Ml M M-<J-irt\0 f-00 0\0 M N m yf Vi \o 



THE TESTAMENT OF LEVI 



659 



Oi 

•<o 

I* 

i *° 

6 « g 

I. 'a' * 

I ^ 

a. a 

% 

<3 



IV 



to 



b 



.g-^g 



b <3 

^sr a. 

- S 



^3 I 

?^ «3 






r 






b> 

bi iw X 

9 



S fe t! 






c c I- n 



S3 Q 

f i 

E a 

n 



-^ F 
£- ' 
I- ^ 

o " 
c I- 

>= fi 

r X 

IT JN 

r 



O * 

c • 

n JB 

. r^ 

£ a 

y CI 

•^ o 
as •" 

n 



•n 



5 * 



s 5 f : g 



1: 



.0 

O 






» 

n 



IT -^^ 

5= _ _/\ n 
. Q n r 



•3 . r- 



g 



8 



^ "^ - 

3S 



g 



0\ O M N CO 
M M M N M 



iH M tn-*io»o t-oo o\o 



VOL. XII. 



X X 



66o 



THE JEWISH QUABTEBLY REVIEW 



3 

f I 

<3 

i- 

o 
o 

t5 



e 

b 

o 

C3 
b '2 

-s 1 



s- 
b 
•SI- &. 

• b 

• a 



o 
•9- 






^ f 

i1 



« 





^ 












^a 






K> 




00 


Ca 




fe 


'w 




T 






V 


O 




8 


Sk 




b 


B 




'g 


•6- 

o 




C3 


b 




V 


;:> 




^ 


'?=■ 




b 


1- 




«3 


c» 




<fc 


o 




» 


•©- 






1 




O 


cp 


••» 


^ 


o 


C3 


-o 


i: 


<t> 






b 


tu 


e 


^ 


^ 


1- 


tu 


^ 


'35 


•«- 


ts 


< 


•HS 


«>*» 


o 


*» 


e 


ts 


C3 


)< 


»« 


(- 




MMI-IMHII-IIHHIHNMMn 



THE TESTAMENT OP LEVI 66l 

to'. "Ot( oSv eXaj3oi> yvvauca, rfia^v €tS>p fiKoauuero), g ivojui M(X;(a. Kai 
(TvXXo/SoOo'a IVtKt, Kot tKoKKrf to Svo/ta airrov Vr)p<ran' Sri tv rfj yjj rffmv 
ndpoiKot f/iuv' rtipaafi yap itapoixla ypcK^trai. Etdof hi irtpi avrov on ovk 
((TTCU. (V npmTji rd^i, Ka\ 6 Kaa0 tyfVvrjOrj TpiaKo<rr& ntpirre^ ?t« irpos 
dvoTo'K&s riKiov. EtSov fie ev opafiaxi on luaos tv v^Xoir (oraro iratrrfs 
•nji irvvayaiy^i. Aia roSro tKoKtcra to ivopa avrov KaaB, o iariv apx^i 
ptydKdov Kai av/t/Si/Sao'fuS;. Ka2 Tpils treKt poi t&v Mepapl TtwapaKocrrm 
fTfi fco^s fiov. Kai (irtiSri ibv<TT6iaitrev fj p.r(rrip avrov eKokta-ev avrov 
tStpapl, o tan irucpia pov" on Kaiye avrbs dntBavtv. 'H hi 'la>xo^h 
i^KO(TTSi TfTapT^ (T(i (Ttx^r) tv Aiywrr^* evho^os yap ifprfv t&t( tpptarij) 
T&v d8fX<l)S>v pov. 

t/3'. Kai TKafif Ttjpa-ap yvvaiKa Ka\ tTtKtv avr^ rdv A.opv\ Koi tov Sfpti. 
Ka\ viol Kad6, 'Apfipdp, 'la-adp, Xc/Spco, 'Of^X. Kai vfol Mtpapi, MooXt km 
'OpovirL Kai ivtvrfKOcrr^ TtrdprKp tTti pov (Xa/Stv 6 'Ap^pap t^v 'iwxafieh 
OvyaTtpa fxov avr^ eli yvvaiKa' on ev pi^ Vl^Pt (yfvvriOrjaav, aiiTos Ka\ ^ 
Svydrrfp pov. 'Okto) ct&v ifprfv ore tltrrjKBov tls yijv Xavadv koI oxraKai- 
htKa tT&v SfT( dTTtKruva tov 2«x*/*' *"• iweaKaibtKa tT&v UpdTfvaa' Koi 
(iKOo-iOKra) fT&v, IXa/Sov yvvauca' Kai TfO-a-apaKovra tT&v, ttaijXdov tU 
Atyimroi'. Kai IHov, TtKva pov eart, TtKva pov, TpiTtf ytvtd. 'laKT^(f> 
exarooT^ OKrmKatdcKare) ?r« dirtdavt, 

ty', Kai vvv, TtKva pov, fVTfWopai vpiv iva <f>o0rja'6f Thv Kvpiov {jn&v 
t'l okrit KapSias' Kai iropevtaOe ev &trK&njTi Kara ndvTa tov vopov avr&v. 
Ai8d(<rre Be kcu vpets Td TeKva vp&v ypdppuTa tva ex<>>(Ti trvveaiv ev Trdar, 
Tfi ^tay avT&v di'ayii'<a(r»coi'T«j dbioKeirrTon tov vofiov tov 6eov' oti nds 6y 
yv&artTai vopov 6eov TipriBfjatTai Kai ovk eorat ^evos oirov xnrdyei, Kaiye 
TToXKovs <f>!\ovs vnep yovels KTrjireTai xai eTridvpfjaovai jroXXoi t&v dvOp&itwv 
bovkevaM avr& Ka\ axovcrat vopov eK tov oroparos avrov. Iloi^(TaTe 
hiKaio(TvvrjV, TeKva pov, eitl T^r y^r tva evptjTe ev tok oiipavols Kai mtelpeTe 
ev Tois y\rvxali vp&v dya&d tva evpi]Te avrd ev tj fug vp&v. 'Eai/ yap 
mreipTjTe Kaxd, itdirav TapaxrjV koi 0\iy(nv depio'ert. 2o<f>iav KTrjfraadt ev 
<f>6fi(i^ 6eov peTci oTrovBijs' OTt edv yevtjTat alxpaK<Mria Kai iroXets o\odpev- 
6&(Ti Koi ;^£pai Koi xp^fos *"' apyvpos Kai ird(ra KTrjiris drroKeiTai, tov 
<ro(f>ov Trjv a-o(f)iav oiSels SvvaTai d<f)e\e(T6ai el pij TV(f>\a>a-is dae^elas 
Kai nrjpwa-is ipaprias' on yevrjaeTai avr^ avrfj Kai itapd tois itoKepiois 
\apirpa koi ewl yfjs aXXorpias narpii koi eppetrtf ex^p&v evpifBritreToi <j)t\os, 
'Eai' Bibd<TKii Tavra Kai TrpaTTfj, <rvv$povos e<TTai ficurikews &s Kai I&>o^^ 6 
d8e\<(>6s rip&v. 
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